




• Winds
• Heavy rain / flooding

Hurricanes
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• Heavy wind / tornadoes / 
downbursts

• Lightning
• Heavy rain
• HailLightning over Boston

Flooding in MN

Tornado in KS

Summer Storms and Tornadoes
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• Blizzards and nor’easters
• Heavy snow and drifts
• Freezing rain / ice

Connecticut

CT River - April 2007

Winter Storms
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Southbury - April 2007



• Severe rains or earthquakes can cause failure

• Possibility of loss of life and millions of dollars 
in property damage

Dam Failure
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Bronson Lockwood Pond DamLong Meadow Pond Dam



• Bethlehem has low to moderate risk of wildfires

• Land subject to wildfires is mostly private or land trust 
forests or farms during drought

• Fire

• Heat

• Smoke

Photo courtesy of FEMA

Wildfires
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• Bethlehem is in an area of minor 
seismic activity

• Chester, CT experienced a small, 
2.0 magnitude earthquake on  
March 11, 2008

• Can cause dam failure
Shaking
Liquefaction
Secondary (Slides/Slumps)

Photos courtesy of FEMA

Earthquakes
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• Roadway and property flooding at rivers and streams
Crane Hollow Road
Arrowhead Lane
Route 132
Double Hill Road

• Localized problems
Hard Hill Road North

• Flooding caused by poor drainage
Hickory Lane
Cabbage Lane at Route 32 – ice

Other potential hazards
• Long Meadow Pond Dam 
• Drought conditions – wildfires in hay fields

Area-Specific Problems
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• Dowd Brook and tributary at Crane Hollow Road

• Homes along the Weekeepeemee on Arrowhead 
Lane

• Route 132 overtops at the pond near Swanson’s 
farm.

• Beaver dams back water over Double Hill Road

Flooding at Rivers and Streams
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Localized Problems

• Hard Hill Road North – farmers pass drainage from 
one field to the next
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Flooding and Ice Caused by Poor Drainage

• Hickory Lane – culvert undersized, but can’t fix without elevating road
• Cabbage Lane – poor drainage at Route 132 causes dangerous icing 

conditions

Route 132 at Cabbage Lane



• Long Meadow Pond dam 

• Hay fields could spread wildfires during drought

Other Potential Hazards
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Fields off Munger Lane



• Incorporate input from residents

• Rank hazard vulnerability

• Develop a response strategy

• Prepare the draft plan with recommendations for 
review by the Town and the public

• Adopt and implement the plan

Next Steps
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Natural Hazard Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan



Questions and Additions
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Meeting Minutes 
 

NATURAL HAZARD PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN FOR BETHLEHEM 
Council of Governments Central Naugatuck Valley 

Public Information Meeting 
April 21, 2008 

 
 
I. Welcome & Introductions 
 

The following individuals attended the public meeting: 
 

 David Murphy, P.E., Milone & MacBroom, Inc. (MMI) 
 Samuel Eisenbeiser, Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. (FHI) 
 Virginia Mason, Council of Governments Central Naugatuck Valley (CGCNV) 
 Jean Donegan, Bethlehem Land Use Coordinator 
 Jim Kacerguis, Bethlehem Public Works Director 
 Mike Devine, Bethlehem Emergency Management 
 Nancy McMillan, Conservation Commission 
 Meike Schuyler, Long Meadow Pond Management 
 Theresa O'Neill, municipal agent for the elderly 
 Ted Crawford, resident 
 Vince McDermott, resident 
 John Vail, Jr., resident 

 
Ms. Mason introduced the project team and the project, explaining the COG's role in the 
project, the goals of the Disaster Mitigation Act, and the relationship to the FEMA pre-
disaster and post-disaster funding processes. 

 
II. Power Point: "Natural Hazard Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan, Bethlehem, Connecticut" 

 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Eisenbeiser presented the power point slideshow. 
 

III. Questions, Comments, and Discussion 
 
Corrections and Comments:  
 

 "Swanson's" farm is "Swenson's" farm 
 North "Bridget" Home is North "Purchase" Home 
 Dowd Brook may not be the problem at Crane Hill Road.  It may be a different stream.  

This needs to be checked. 
 

Discussion: 
 

 Ms. McMillan reported that an icy spot occurs at Route 132 and Wood Creek Road 
near the Weekeepeemee River due to poor drainage. 
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 A long discussion took place regarding the condition of Long Meadow Pond Dam and 

the potential impacts in Bethlehem, Woodbury, and Southbury if the dam should fail.  
Ms. Schuyler of the Long Meadow Pond Management Association would like to work 
with Milone & MacBroom, Inc. after the public meeting to ensure that proper 
documentation is available for the planning project.  A potential teaming of 
communities such as Bethlehem and Southbury was discussed to apply for PDM grants 
for Long Meadow Pond Dam maintenance. 

 
 Another discussion involved inadequate communication during emergencies.  The town 

Communications Plan specifies the use of Morris Fire House as a Command Center but 
radio communications are not possible inside the facility.  Mr. Murphy explained that 
PDM grants are generally not available for communications but that it was necessary to 
describe the problem and recommend improvements in the plan. 

 
 Mr. Vail believes that more tree and branch trimming is necessary due to vulnerability 

of power lines.  
 

 Flooding at Swenson's farm reportedly prevents emergency response to the Woodlands, 
Cabbage Lane, and Hard Hill Road neighborhoods. 

 
 



From: Ifkovic, Diane [Diane.Ifkovic@ct.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 8:54 AM 
To: Jfdwk@aol.com; mmartin@thomastonct.org; susanacable@aol.com 
Cc: Christian, Art; Virginia Mason; Shawn Goulet; Dave Murphy; Scott Bighinatti 
Subject: No RLPs for Bethlehem, Beacon Falls or Thomaston 
 
Importance: Low 
  
 Hi all, 
 
According to FEMA’s Repetitive Loss Property (RLP) database, there are NO RLPs in 
Bethlehem, Beacon Falls or Thomaston. 
 
If you need any data, such as list of properties in town with flood insurance, please give a 
call or email. 
 
diane 
 
  
 
Diane S. Ifkovic 
 
State NFIP Coordinator/Environmental Analyst III 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Protection & Land Reuse 
Inland Water Resources Division 
Flood Management Program 
79 Elm Street, 3rd floor 
Hartford, CT 06106-5127 
Phone:  (860) 424-3537 
Fax:  (860) 424-4075  
Email:  diane.ifkovic@ct.gov 



 

 

APPENDIX B 
PREFACE 

 
 
An extensive data collection, evaluation, and outreach program was undertaken to compile 

information about existing hazards and mitigation in the Town of Bethlehem as well as to 

identify areas that should be prioritized for hazard mitigation.  Documentation of this process is 

provided within the following sets of meeting minutes and field reports. 

 



 

 

 

APPENDIX C 
RECORD OF MUNICIPAL ADOPTION 

 


