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Secondary Recommendations

Support efforts to protect natural resources.

If important natural resources are to be protected, efforts 
must continue to identify and understand them.  Early 
identification and protection is important for the region 
to maintain a balance between the use of land and the 
need to protect and preserve significant:

Natural resources that provide important functions.
Natural features that enhance the aesthetic setting and 
quality of life.

Also, incremental land use decisions in the region have 
the potential to cumulatively affect air quality, water re-
sources, and plant and animal habitats.

Recommendations
1.	 Support efforts to identify and protect important nat-

ural resources.
2. 	Continue to identify and preserve scenic areas within 

the region.
3. 	Encourage preservation efforts that mitigate areas 

where negative impacts have resulted.
4.	 Consider the cumulative implications of land use de-

cisions in the region on:
Water resources.
Farmland.
Forests.
Air quality.
Other biological resources.
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Relate land use intensity to the capability of 
the land.

The ability of the land to support development varies due 
to the natural constraints such as soil type, slope, and wa-
ter resources.  While certain constraints may be mitigated 
by providing public sewer and/or water, environmental 
constraints should still have a significant influence on 
land use type and intensity.  To avoid installing sewers for 
low intensity uses, municipal plans should consider soil 
type and terrain in determining lot sizes.

Recommendations
1.	 Increase allowed development intensity where it is 

compatible with natural resources and infrastructure 
(water, sewer, roads).

2.	 Decrease allowed development intensity where it may 
exceed the natural capabilities of the land and infra-
structure is not, or will not be, available.
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