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51 7 - Economic Development

Land zoned for economic uses and already served by 
adequate water, sewer, and transportation infrastructure 
is available in the regional core and major economic ar-
eas. Some of these sites, however, require environmental 
clean-up before being acceptable for new development.  
In the meantime, such sites must compete with land in 
the suburban portion of the region that may be cheaper, 
more abundant, easier to develop, closer to new residen-
tial development, and taxed at a lower rate.

Dispersed business locations can especially hurt residents 
who are dependent on transit.  Public transportation 
cannot economically serve low density areas, preventing 
people without a private vehicle from accessing outlying 
employment opportunities.

Recommendations
1.	 Encourage appropriate types of economic develop-
ment in locations that are compatible with the regional 
future land use policy map:

Regional business centers near major highways.
Compact business areas in community centers.
Small business areas for meeting neighborhood 
needs.

2.	 Make infrastructure and transportation improvements 
to encourage appropriate economic development in 
the regional center and major economic areas.

3.	 Continue to improve the region’s transportation sys-
tem, both highway and transit, in order to serve eco-
nomic development areas within the region and help 
businesses benefit from the region’s central location 
within the Northeast markets.

4.  Seek to extend bus and job-access service to major 
employment areas.

Prepare workers for current and future 
needs.

While there are fewer manufacturing jobs than in the past, 
the jobs that are available pay higher wages and require 
more advanced skills.  Many of these jobs go unfilled 
while untrained workers take service jobs.  It is ironic 
that the very knowledge base that helped build the region 
into a center for precision manufacturing is at risk due to 

•
•
•

UCONN Waterbury Campus

a lack of knowledge, interest, or training. Strengthening 
educational achievement in the city school system is es-
sential to ensure a workforce able to fill jobs in industries 
competitive in the global economy.

Recommendations
1.	 Encourage and support education and training pro-

grams that provide residents with the skills needed by 
businesses in the region, including school-to-career 
programs geared to metal manufacturing.

2.	 Work with businesses in the region to identify current 
and future needs for skilled employees.
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Hardware Store, Southbury Commercial Area, Watertown

Commercial Building, Woodbury

Commercial Building, Bethlehem

St Mary’s Hospital, Waterbury


