
Central Naugatuck Valley Emergency Planning Committee/Citizen
Corps-CERT

COGCNV Offices
60 North Main Street

Waterbury, CT
February 8, 2007

5:00 P.M.

Minutes

Present: Roy Piper, DEMHS Region 5; Ken Hanks, Chair, Naugatuck; Shane Lockwood, Pomperaug Health
District, Southbury; Fred Spagalo, Waterbury Police Department; David Hardt, Emergency Management,
Watertown; Chet Sergey, LEPC, Wolcott; Richard Stubbs, American Red Cross; Steven Savage, NW CT.
Public Safety: and Mark Casey, St. Mary’s Hospital

Staff: Virginia Mason, Assistant Director

Chairman Hanks called the meeting to order at 5:03 P.M.   Due to the lack of a flag due
to the COGCNV meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was waived.  Introductions were
made for Sgt. Spagalo.

Hanks warned about bogus training sessions being offered in some municipalities.  He
noted that 300 level courses take 24 hours and 400 level courses take 16 hours.  There are
plenty of these courses being offered currently, and he advised municipalities to get
trained.  Chet Sergey asked if any towns were considering not participating in HIMS
training and the failure of the towns to qualify for a variety of grants was discussed.  IT
could amount to very significant sums of money.

Mason distributed copies of the COGCNV By-Laws and noted that our chair had not
been appointed yet so she will seek that at the next COGCNV meeting tomorrow.  She
also noted that Beacon Falls, Middlebury, Oxford, Watertown, and Wolcott had not
designated their voting member and alternate.

Concerning the 2006 grant, Mason reported that several towns’ paperwork had been lost
by DEMHS, and one town had failed to file.  All were to be mailed this week, and the
2006 grant approval letter is expected next week.  She will notify people when it arrives
and procedures are verified.  Mason reported that at the Coordinating Council meeting,
Libby Graham noted that only 40 applications had been received thus far.  A new
deadline of March 30 was set, and if the funds for these communities are not expended
by then, they will be reprogrammed. This region, as one of the 40, would be eligible for
the additional funds.

Adam Rinko reported that Waterbury had graduated a class of 13 CERT volunteers at the
Yeshiva community who will have sheltering as their mission.  They also would like to
start a CERT class with the Area Health Education Center Program and the YMCA.  It
would fund approximately 15 high school students over the age of 16 for public health



placement.  The two area hospitals, department of public health, and fire department
would use the graduates of the program as interns.  A motion was made by Sergey and
seconded by Hardt to approve the new team for state funding.  The motion passed.

Mason reported that over $7,000 remains in the 2004 CERT grant which must be
encumbered by March 31.  The committee felt that the municipalities should have until
the next EPC meeting to expend their money.  Following that meeting, it will be
reallocated.  Naugatuck, Wolcott, and Waterbury both felt they could utilize the funds.
Mason will notify the unexpended towns next week.

She distributed the procedures for seeking a CITIZEN CORPS grant from the 2005 and
beyond funds, noting the Category A, B, and C submissions.  Dave Hardt asked if the
Junior Corps for the Fire Department was eligible and she said she would search that.
Wolcott announced that they are holding monthly meeting s of their CERT Group and
Mason reported that a June 2nd CERT exercise day is planned with the Litchfield Hills
CERT teams.  CNVEPC has received approval of its Category C grant request for $2,500
which will assist in paying Tom Vannini and other trainers for that event.  Woodbury has
received approval of a Category A request to begin a second team.

Roy Piper of Region 5 alerted the Committee to the March 27th conference eon the
Region 5 Plan.  There will be 2-four hour sessions, one from 12-4 and one 6-10.  The
group will divide up by ESFs and then reconvene.  May 1st will be the DEMHS/CCM
statewide Conference in Cromwell.  There are only 400 seats so send in your
applications.  There is no charge for attending.

Ken Hanks explained the CNVR Exercise on the regional plan proposed for May 23rd.  IT
will be a three day scenario with a police component.  On the third day, the towns will be
expected to open their EOCs and then move to a multi-town multi-agency coordinating
unit for the Mayors/first selectmen and emergency managers.  Waterbury expressed its
interest.  The hot wash will take place over lunch immediately following.

Mark Casey of the Health and Medical Subcommittee showed a detailed alternate care
site matrix developed in Danbury to determine usability for regional surge.  It was very
impressive as it ranked every building in town which could be an alternate care site.
While the schools came out the highest, there can be reasons why they can not be used in
some cases so this makes alternates.  Mason suggested tying it to GIS.  The sites could
also be used for quarantine.  On a motion by Rinko, seconded by Hardt, it was moved to
request the Health and Medical Subcommittee to develop this data by September 2007.
The motion passed.   Mason will write a letter to the Chair, Rose Wright.

Reverse 911 had contacted Mason and will be asked to the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 5:53 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Virginia Mason




